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Hello! Welcome to the FIRST EDITION of The Research House's quarterly 

newsletter! 

The Research House is a Vancouver based company that specializes in script 

clearances for the Film and Television industry. We have worked in this industry 

since 2002. Over the years, we have developed many strong connections in the 

Film and TV industry and built solid business relationships.  

We are not a company that is limited to Canada only. We have clients from all 

around the world. Thus, our research experience is not limited to one place.  

The aim of this newsletter is to keep everyone up to date with what we are doing, 

to teach the importance of clearances as well as comment on current industry 

news and issues. 

 

TITLE REPORTS 

Have you ever googled a title for a film and several films with 

the same title popped up?  

• Hot Pursuit (1987) & Hot Pursuit (2015) 

• Bad Boys (1983) & Bad Boys (1995) 

• The Avengers (1998) & The Avengers (2012) 

A title search is another item usually required for producer’s 

insurance policies. It is a research product that shows the 

history of the use of the title you have selected for your 

production, detailing the extent of the title’s use in many 

media (film, television, publishing, music, etc) and assists 

your entertainment lawyer in determining whether your film  

Continuation… 

or TV show’s title may be “passing off” as another. 

The Research House provides Title Reports for 

productions that will show the history of the use of the 

title selected for a production. A thorough search will be 

performed showing the extent of its use in all forms of 

media such as film, television, publishing, domain 

registration, and music. The Research House provides the 

information needed to alert producers and production 

counsel to areas of possible legal exposure. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

[DID YOU KNOW?] 
Permission is required to 

feature the likeness of Albert 

Einstein, which is protected.  

Information for licensing and 

permission can be located at: 

www.einstein.biz/#licensing 

LICENSE PLATES 

"We need to clear license plates that will be featured throughout the film/TV 

show. Can you help me?" 

Yes, yes we can! 

• First we check where the story is set. 

• Then we contact the DMV/Motor Vehicle Organization for that 

particular state/province. 

Some places can be tricky. We've had cases where we've had to contact the 

County Clerk's department for the city the production is set. Other times we’ve 

had to contact the Secretary of State! However, we've had many years of 

experience in this field and have created a long list of contacts from all across 

Canada and USA. 

Furthermore, we also have a pre-cleared list we can offer our clients. Our pre-

cleared list is an extensive list of license plates that have been cleared already 

for past productions. 

Some US states offer pre-made licenses specifically for Film and TV 

productions. The Oregon State DMV has license plates that a production 

company can request to borrow. They just have to return them when the 

filming is complete. On the other hand, Michigan’s Secretary of State has 

offered a simpler solution to license clearances.   

Michigan does not use “I” in their standard configurations as they get confused 

with “1” by law enforcement and the public.  Therefore, when the suggested 

plate combinations are formatted with a standard configuration (3 alphas and 

3 numeric as an example) but with a non-standard combination (you are using 

an “I”). The best way to go about resolving the clearance is for production to 

use an “I” in the place of one of the alpha digits on all the plates. 

 

 ADAPTATION 

• Comic Books, 

• Vampire Novels 

• Young Adult Romance/Dystopia 

• Magic 

• Classics 

Just a few famous genre’s being adapted from written work to 

screen. 

Did you know, there are currently millions of books that were 

secretly added to the public domain? They're available for free  

Check out: https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/kz4e3e/millions-of-books-

are-secretly-in-the-public-domain-you-can-download-them-free 

Not only is adaptation from written work rising, 

but so are remakes! Remakes are a form of 

adaptation that require copyright licensing. 

Such as: 

• Ghostbusters 

• The Lion King 

• Beauty and the Beast 

The list goes on! 

We’re working on an American remake for a 

popular Brazilian young-adult series, “Julie And 

The Phantoms” We enjoyed every script and 

can’t wait to see it premiere on Netflix! 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

[CURRENT 

PROJECTS] 
 

Go, Dog. Go! 

Netflix's upcoming children's series, “Go, Dog. Go!” is a 

DreamWorks-supported show following the adventures of 

a puppy named “Tag Barker.” Based on the best-selling 

children's book of the same name written and illustrated by 

P. D. Eastman. 

The series follows the adventures, actions and interactions 

of a group of dogs, who operate cars in pursuit of work and 

a dog party. 

Johnny Test Season 7 

Johnny Test fans will be thrilled to hear the show is being 

rebooted! A season 7 is slated to be released in 2020. We 

just landed this series to work on the Script Clearance 

Reports. For an already established show, it makes some 

things a little easier. However, we're excited to start 

tackling the reports for the upcoming series. 

Fireman Sam Season 12 

Fireman Sam is super popular among kids and their 

parents. The question, "is Pontypandy a real town?" is 

asked by fans on the daily. Sadly, it's fictional, however that 

hasn't stopped some fans from travelling to Wales to find 

the small rural town. 

Julie And The Phantoms 

Julie And The Phantoms follows Julie, a high schooler who 

unleashes the ghosts of three teen boys from the 80’s. They 

bond over their love and passion for music and promptly 

form a band. Julie finds her passion for music and life while 

helping the Phantoms. They become the band they were 

never able to be. Julie And The Phantoms is set to be 

released in 2020 on Netflix 

Virgin River 

Virgin River is a 10-episode Netflix series based on the book 

series by Robyn Carr. Starring Alexandra Breckenridge, 

Virgin River follows Melinda Munroe, who takes a job as a 

nurse practitioner in the remote Californian town of Virgin 

River. 

Firefly Lane 

Firefly Lane is a Netflix series based on Kristin Hannah's 

novel of the same name. The series follows Kate and Tully’s 

decades long friendship from their teen years through to 

their forties. Beginning in the 70’s and finishing in the 00’s. 

Super BOOMi 

BOOMi Bear, along with his best friends, play and learn 

about friendship, positivity and imagination in a virtual 

reality game universe. 

Remy & Boo 

Remy & Boo follows five-year old Remy and her robot 

friend Boo, who is programmed to learn and feel real 

emotions. The show follows their journey of love, 

friendship, and what it truly means to be human. The series 

is set in the near future and was created by the Industrial 

Brothers' and will be produced by Boat Rocker Studios. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[UPCOMING 

RELEASES] 
 

OCTOBER RELEASES 

Are You Afraid Of The Dark? 

Every millennial’s favorite horror anthology series from 

yesteryear is making a major comeback. Nickelodeon’s, 

“Are You Afraid of the Dark?” will be returning to the small 

screen for a limited series on October 11th.  

The College Admissions Scandal 

The scandal that shocked the world! The rich and famous 

caught in a bribery scandal with American Colleges. 

Lifetime's "The College Admissions Scandal" is inspired by 

the real life stories. The film premiere's on October 12 at 

8pm. 

The film stars Penelope Ann Miller and Mia Kirshner. 

Gabby Duran And The Unsittables 

Gabby Duran follows the story of a young girl who lands a 

job baby-sitting a boisterous group of very important 

extraterrestrial children. The series will premiere on the 

Disney Channel on October 11th. 

My Little Pony 

The final episode of My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic, 

premieres on October 12th. 

NOVEMBER RELEASES 

Snoopy in Space 

Can't wait for the new Snoopy in Space series!!  The series 

follows Snoopy, Woodstock tag and the Peanuts gang on a 

field trip to NASA. Snoopy’s dream of being an astronaut 

comes true when he is chosen for an elite mission into 

space. Snoopy in Space premiere’s November 1st on Apple 

TV + 

SEE 

Jason Momoa’s long awaited epic series, SEE, premieres on 

November 1st on Apple TV+. A streaming service offered 

by Apple. The series follows Momoa and a civilization who 

has lost their sight.   

Thus, begins the CHRISTMAS PERIOD: 

A Blue Ridge Mountain Christmas 

Hallmarks Christmas Romance, A Blue Ridge Mountain 

Christmas has everything you want. A wedding, restoring a 

quaint inn in a small town, and a blossoming romance 

between the Joy of Christmas and Scrooge. A Blue Ridge 

Mountain Christmas will premiere on November 7th. 

A Christmas Duet 

Can the magic of Christmas help reunite former music duo 

Averie and Jessie? Find out on November 9th on the 

Hallmark channel. 

A Very Vintage Christmas 

Lifetime’s “A Very Vintage Christmas” stars Tia Mowry-

Hardrict as a vintage shop owner who goes on a quest to 

return a box of romantic trinkets to the rightful owner.  The 

film premieres November 27th.  

DECEMBER RELEASES 

Christmas Town 

Hallmark darling, Candace Cameron Bure, stars as Lauren 

Gabriel, who leaves everything behind to embark on a new 

adventure. However, an accidental detour to the charming 

town of Grandon falls helps her discover those new 

adventures she's yearning for. Christmas Town premiere’s 

on December 1st. 

Doggone Christmas 

Lifetime's, 'Doggone Christmas' follows the lives of former 

lovers, Marla and Max who reunite at Christmas to search 

for Marla's dog. As they traverse the small town looking for 

the pup, they revisit their past and assess their present. Will 

these two rekindle their flame? The film will premiere on 

December 7th. 

 

 



 

OUR 
FINAL 

THOUGHTS 
 

 

WHAT WE’RE CURRENTLY WATCHING: 

The Last Kids on Earth – Netflix 

Daughter – VIFF 

Castle in the Ground - VIFF 

Carmen Sandiego Season 2 – Netflix 

 

QUESTION TIME: 

Q: How many Aurora Teagarden films are there? 

A: Find out in the next issue! 

Q: Can you guess what film this image is from? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A: Find out in the next issue! 

 

 

NEWS : 

The award-winning short film 

program, Crazy 8's, is currently 

accepting applications until 

October 23rd. The Research 

House is a proud sponsor of the 

Crazy8's Film Program. 

Apply online: https://crazy8s.film 

Netflix's series, "The Bletchley 

Circle: San Francisco" A show 

SET in San Francisco was filmed 

entirely in British Colombia and 

made BY Canadians. Both 

interior scenes and exterior 

scenes were filmed across the 

province, Langley, New 

Westminster and the Maple 

Ridge film studio. 

VIFF Begins September 26th and 

finishes October 11th. Make sure 

to get your tickets before it sells 

out. 

 


